NHS Cancer Screening Programmes in Primary Care
NHS Cancer Screening Programmes aim to identify people at increased risk of certain cancers before symptoms develop, enabling earlier diagnosis and improved outcomes. Primary care plays a pivotal role in supporting participation, addressing inequalities, and ensuring appropriate follow-up.
In England, the main NHS cancer screening programmes relevant to general practice are:
· Breast cancer screening
· Cervical cancer screening
· Bowel cancer screening
Patients are invited based on national eligibility criteria, primarily age and sex. Screening is evidence-based and quality assured, with oversight from the UK National Screening Committee.
Cancer screening is not diagnostic. A positive or abnormal screening result indicates the need for further investigation through established referral and diagnostic pathways. Primary care teams are often the first point of contact for patients with questions, concerns, or anxiety following screening invitations or results.
Key responsibilities for primary care include:
· Supporting informed choice, including discussion of benefits, limitations, and potential harms
· Encouraging uptake while respecting patient autonomy
· Managing and acting on screening results
· Ensuring timely referral and safety-netting following abnormal findings
· Identifying patients who are under-screened and addressing barriers to access
Effective communication is particularly important in cancer screening, where issues such as false positives, false reassurance, overdiagnosis, and screening intervals may be misunderstood.
Here are useful links for clinical professionals:
General Information
Population screening programmes - GOV.UK
cruk_cancer_screening_programmes_at_a_glance_sept25.pdf

cruk_reducing_inequalities_in_cancer_screening_oct_23.pdf
Cancer screening | Cancer Research UK

Bowel Screening
Your guide to NHS bowel cancer screening - GOV.UK
Bowel screening instructional video for people with learning disabilities
Bowel_cancer_screening_communication_board.pdf
An_Easy_Guide_to_Bowel_Cancer_Screening_-_2021.pdf
Bowel cancer screening An easy read guide
Using your bowel cancer screening kit on Vimeo
easy read pre-invitation letter template.

Breast Screening
NHS breast screening (BSP) programme - GOV.UK
An_Easy_Guide_to_Breast_Screening_-_2021__updated_.pdf
Breast screening: easy guide - GOV.UK
Breast care and screening | Easy read booklet | Macmillan Cancer Support
What to expect during the breast screening procedure | Hull University Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust
Body-diary-breast-cancer-A4.pdf
Checking-card-Breast-cancer.pdf
Checking-card-Breast-cancer-pecs.pdf
Checking-card-Breast-cancer-pecs-and-breasts.pdf

Cervical Screening
NHS cervical screening (CSP) programme - GOV.UK
Accessing cervical screening with the right support for people with a learning disability 
Cervical screening: an easy guide - GOV.UK
Cervical screening easy read booklet | Macmillan Cancer Support





