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Humber and North Yorkshire Cancer Alliance
Cancer Research and Innovation Award Funding 2026/27
Guidance and Criteria – Applications for Innovation Proposals
Overview
Following the successful round of the Humber and North Yorkshire Cancer Alliance, Cancer Research and Innovation Award Funding launched in April 2025, we are pleased to announce a further round of funding for 2026/27. This is subject to funding approval from NHS England.
The Cancer Alliance is collaborating with the Yorkshire and Humber Health Innovation Network.
This guidance supports applicants applying to the Humber and North Yorkshire Cancer Alliance Cancer Research and Innovation Funding Awards 2026/27 and should be read alongside the application form.
Innovation
The Humber and North Yorkshire Cancer Alliance define innovation as: 
“A service, process or product that is new or applied in a way that is new to the NHS or Cancer Alliance, which significantly improves the delivery, quality, efficiency or outcomes of health and care.”
The Alliance is committed to driving forward innovative projects that transform cancer care through new technologies, collaborative solutions, and evidence-based approaches. By investing in pioneering initiatives, we aim to accelerate improvements across the cancer pathway, enhance patient outcomes, and support the adoption of novel models of care. 



Who Can Apply
The Alliance is looking to foster system collaboration by offering funding for newly identified innovations as well as projects that adopt innovative ideas that have proven to be successful elsewhere.
Applications are welcomed from NHS organisations, academic institutions, VCSE organisations and community groups. 
Collaborative applications are strongly encouraged. 
Eligibility and Procurement
Applications are categorised as healthcare or non-healthcare services in line with NHS procurement guidance.
Direct Healthcare Applications
For applications that fall within the definition of healthcare services (“healthcare provided for individuals, whether relating to physical or mental health”), they can only be accepted from organisations that already hold an NHS standard contract to provide services on behalf of Humber and North Yorkshire ICB for associated cancer services provision.
Non-Healthcare Applications
Applications that are non-healthcare services (non-healthcare services or health-adjacent services that do not provide health care to an individual (e.g., public health marketing campaigns)) will be accepted from both statutory and non-statutory organisations, whether they currently hold a contract with Humber and North Yorkshire ICB or not.
Funding Priorities
This is a non-recurrent revenue financial award scheme to develop and implement innovative proposals within cancer services.
Funding supports collaborative, patient-focused cancer innovation schemes that improve earlier and faster diagnosis, treatment pathways, or patient experience, in line with the NHS 10 Year Cancer Plan.
	NHS 10 Year Cancer Plan

	3 Shifts
1. From hospital to community 
2. From analogue to digital
3. From sickness to prevention

Priorities
1. Screening and diagnostic tools that detect multiple cancers.
2. Creation and roll out of the next generation of personalised treatments (AI, molecular radiotherapy, genomics, and mRNA vaccines). 
3. Fewer side effects and long-term impacts on the lives of young survivors from children and young people’s cancers
4. Prevention 
5. Progress on rare cancers (e.g. brain, pancreatic) where survival rates are low. New diagnostic tools, research into biomarkers, and targeted therapies to achieve major changes to survival. Genomics and data, foundational research on biomechanical underpinnings.
6. Living with and beyond cancer will need to become a greater focus in research including what surveillance, follow-up, and support is needed in neighbourhood health settings. Wearables to monitor long term impacts and quality of life.



Health Inequalities Focus
In line with NHS Cancer National Planning Guidance, we particularly welcome applications that address cancer inequalities, including Core20PLUS5 and inclusion health groups.
Funding Available
Applicants may apply for up to £50,000. Funding must be transacted by 31 March 2027, subject to NHS England funding approval.
Should any successful applicants require to carry forward any resource beyond this date, this will be subject to agreement with the HNY Cancer Alliance and within their respective organisations.
What Will Not Be Funded
Applications without a clear cancer focus will not be considered. 
Capital expenditure cannot be funded.

Assessment Criteria
Applications will be assessed and shortlisted by the Cancer Alliance Innovation Panel, using the criteria set out in the table below:

Please ensure that you refer to the criteria when completing the application form.
	Category
	Criteria

	Project Summary 
(300 words)

	Describe your project’s aim and outcomes clearly and concisely.
You may wish to include a visual (e.g., a pathway diagram or flowchart) showing how the innovation fits into the wider context of your service/organisation.


	Novel Innovation
(300 words)
	Based on the NHS definition of innovation, how is the proposed project innovative? 
Is the innovation new or a development/adoption of an existing innovation? 

	Alignment with Cancer Alliance priorities and health inequalities (300 words)
	How does the proposal align to the priorities set out in the guidance?
Is there a particular focus or target on a deprived area, specific inclusion group, or area of greater need in relation to cancer? Please include any evidence to support this.

	Expected outcomes and impact (300 words)
	What are the expected benefits to the patient?
Does the proposal contribute to system cost savings and performance improvement against national cancer targets? Please explain how?

	Data Collection, Impact and Evaluation (300 words)
	Please summarise how you intend to evaluate your project.
Please set out the Key Performance Indicators that you intend to use to demonstrate the success and impact of your project.  These will be included in your Service Level Agreement with the Cancer Alliance and form part of project monitoring.
We require all final reports/ evaluation to be submitted within 3 months of the project completion. 

	Collaboration, Capability and Sustainability (300 words)
	Does the proposal adopt a collaborative approach through cross system working
Has any engagement taken place within your organisation?
Does your organisation have the capacity to deliver the innovation? 
Please consider impact on strained pathways, diagnostic kit and skill mix or shortfalls in workforce. 
Please ensure you provide detailed costs(including any organisational on-costs) for your project.
Please note any management and overhead costs should not exceed 10% of the overall budget.
Can the innovation be applied to other areas/cancer pathways?
Can the project fund itself long-term/transition to business as usual after the innovation funding has been spent?


	Endorsements and Approvals

	Organisational Support – All applications need to be signed by the Acute Trust Cancer Leads and have approval from the applicants' line manager. See Appendix A for Acute Trust Cancer Leads.

Digital (including AI) projects - support must be in place from digital teams to support any implementation requirements.

For any AI proposals please consult with your Medical Physics teams. See Appendix B for Medical Physics Leads

Digital Health Technologies (DHTs) proposals – do proposed solutions comply with, or are they working towards, NICE standards as set out in the ‘Evidence Standards for Digital Health Technologies’?
Does the proposed innovation have professional body approval?
This section can also be used to provide any evidence of support e.g documented decisons, letters of support




Application Timeline
Applications open on 01 June 2026 and close on 28 June 2026. This is a 4-week application window.
Applicants should expect to be notified of the outcome via email by August 2026.
Shortlisted applicants will be invited to discuss their proposal via MS Teams on Tuesday 14 July.
How to Apply
The Cancer Research and Innovation Award Funding Guidance and Application Form documents are available on the Humber and North Yorkshire Cancer Alliance Clinical and Professional Portal here Cancer Research and Innovation – HNYCA Clinician Portal
For any queries relating to your project please contact hnyicb-ery.cdi.team@nhs.net
All applications should be sent as a PDF file to the Cancer Diagnostics and Innovations Team mailbox: hnyicb-ery.cdi.team@nhs.net 
Appendices
[bookmark: _Hlk159492598]Applicants from NHS Acute Trusts need to seek sign-off from their respective organisational leads for Cancer.
	Organisation
	Lead Contact
	Email

	Appendix A 

	Humber Health Partnership
	Ashy Shanker 
Operations Director – Cancer Network Care Group

	ashanker@nhs.net 



	York and Scarborough Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
	Beth Eastwood
Head of Cancer
	beth.eastwood4@nhs.net  

	Appendix B 
Medical Physics

	York and Scarborough Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
	Anthony Higgins  
	Anthony.higgins@nhs.net

	Humber Health Partnership 
	John Saunderson 
	johnsaunderson@nhs.net
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