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                               Collaborative, Patient Focused, Transformative, Clinically Led
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[bookmark: _Hlk158122114]Cancer Research and Innovation Funding Awards 2026/27
Guidance and Criteria– Applications for Research Proposals
Overview
Following the successful launch of the Humber and North Yorkshire Cancer Research and Innovation Funding Awards in April 2025, we are pleased to announce a further round of funding in 2025/26 (subject to funding from NHS England). 
The Alliance is collaborating with the Yorkshire and Humber Health Innovation Network. 

We are looking to foster system collaboration by offering funding to develop research proposals with a view to securing larger scale research funding or implement research or evaluation.

Who can apply?
We encourage collaboration across organisations and sectors, and we would welcome applications from NHS, Academic Institutions and VCSE and community groups. 
To comply with new NHS procurement guidance applications are based on the following:
Direct Health Care Applications
For applications that fall within the definition of health care services (“health care provided for individuals, whether relating to physical or mental health”) they will only be accepted from organisations that already hold an NHS standard contract to provide services on behalf of Humber and North Yorkshire ICB for associated cancer services provision. 
Non-Health Care Applications
Applications that are non-healthcare services (non-health care services or health-adjacent services that do not provide health care to an individual) will be accepted from both statutory and non-statutory organisation whether they currently hold a contract with Humber and North Yorkshire ICB.



What are our funding priorities?
This is a non-recurrent, revenue financial awards scheme to develop and implement research proposals or conduct an evaluation in cancer to improve earlier and faster diagnosis and patient experience in line with the NHS Long Term Plan. 

The research awards scheme will support seed funding, preliminary studies and systematic reviews that will form the basis of a more substantial external grant application for health and care related research. We are also keen to fund implementation of research and evaluation providing approvals are in place and we are assured on deliverability.

We are looking for proposals that improve earlier and faster diagnosis, treatment pathways, or patient experience, in line with the NHS 10 Year Cancer Plan.

	NHS 10 Year Cancer Plan

	3 Shifts
1. From hospital to community 
2. From analogue to digital
3. From sickness to prevention

Priorities
1. Screening and diagnostic tools that detect multiple cancers.
2. Creation and roll out of the next generation of personalised treatments (AI, molecular radiotherapy, genomics, and mRNA vaccines). 
3. Fewer side effects and long-term impacts on the lives of young survivors from children and young people’s cancers
4. Prevention 
5. Progress on rare cancers (e.g. brain, pancreatic) where survival rates are low. New diagnostic tools, research into biomarkers, and targeted therapies to achieve major changes to survival. Genomics and data, foundational research on biomechanical underpinnings.
6. Living with and beyond cancer will need to become a greater focus in research including what surveillance, follow-up, and support is needed in neighbourhood health settings. Wearables to monitor long term impacts and quality of life.




Health Inequalities Focus

In line with NHS Cancer National Planning Guidance, we particularly welcome applications that address cancer inequalities, including Core20PLUS5 and inclusion health groups.
Funding Available 
Applicants may apply for up to £50,000. Funding must be transacted by 31 March 2027, subject to NHS England funding approval.
Should any successful applicants require to carry forward any resource beyond this date, this will be subject to agreement with the HNY Cancer Alliance and within their respective organisations.
What Will Not Be Funded? 

Applications without a clear cancer focus will not be considered. 
Capital expenditure cannot be funded.

Assessment Criteria
Applications will be assessed and shortlisted by the Cancer Alliance Research Panel, using the criteria in the table below:
Please ensure you refer to these criteria when completing the application form.
	Category
	Criteria

	Priorities
	To what extent do the research aims/questions or evaluation aims directly respond to the Cancer Alliance Priorities?

	Study Design 
	The suitability and standard methodology to address the project aims.
A strategy for the evaluation of the intervention must be outlined and include a clear set of outcome measures that will define success. 
Be clear in your application if your evaluation is outcome or process based. 
Consider if the perspective is from a single or multiple organisation/s. 
Consider the audience for dissemination of results.

Patient and Public Involvement – How will the research benefit patients? 
Is the project based on any local insight/identified needs of the local population? Please provide details.


	Expected Outcomes
	What the project could generate in terms of new knowledge, outputs, impact and future research and innovation projects.
Applicants must provide detail and demonstrate how the project will continue to benefit the local system for cancer.
Please include details of how the work will form the launchpad for further grant funding and pipeline research or how it will provide the platform for scaling up of this work beyond the initial funding. 

	Resources, Team and Feasibility
	Please give details of your project team and associated costs and milestones to delivery of your project.

	Endorsement
	Please explain which approvals are needed and/or are in place (e.g. draft protocol or IRAS application form) for the project. 
Include evidence of any approvals already granted.
Please ensure your project receives organisational support and sign-off (details in appendix A).



Application Timeline
Open for applications: Monday 01 June 2026
Deadline for submitting applications: Sunday 28 June 2026 (4 weeks to complete application process). 
Shortlisted applicants will be invited to discuss their proposal via MS Teams on Wednesday 15 July.
Applicants should expect to be notified of the outcome via email by August 2026.
How to apply
The Cancer Research and Innovation Award Funding Guidance and Application Form documents are available on the Humber and North Yorkshire Cancer Alliance clinical and professional portal here Cancer Research and Innovation – HNYCA Clinician Portal. 
For any queries relating to your project please contact hnyicb-ery.cdi.team@nhs.net
All applications should be sent as a PDF file to the Cancer Diagnostics and Innovations Team mailbox: hnyicb-ery.cdi.team@nhs.net 
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